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A Concise Description of Each Invention in Date Order 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY G Marconi (Italy) 


On 2 June 1896, Marconi took out in the United Kingdom the first patent for wireless telegraphy 
based on Hertz’s discoveries, though exploiting radiations of a much longer wavelength. His apparatus 
consisted of a tube-like receiver or ‘coherer’ connected to an earth and an elevated aerial, its signals 
were at first transmitted over one hundred yards, a satisfactory demonstration being arranged from the 
roof of the London General Post Office. Ship to shore communication was established in the following 
year, when Marconi formed a Wireless Telegraph Company in London for the exploitation of his patents 
in all countries except Italy; this later developed world-wide affiliations. His first transatlantic signals 
were made on 12 December 1901 from Poldhu in Cornwall to St John’s, Newfoundland, where they 
were received through an aerial suspended from a kite. 


SOURCE: A Biographical Dictionary of Scientists by T | Williams (London: Adam and Charles Black) 
p 352 (1969) 


